
The Last Word of End Times -- Lesson Three 

Signs and Signals as We Wait for Jesus’ Return 

(End Times, pages 69-108) 

Introductory thoughts 

When describing what we can expect on the earth in these last days before Christ’s return, some    

Christians paint a pitch-black picture of misery and trouble without any glimmer of hope or relief. 

Other Christians paint a rosy picture, expecting life on earth to improve until we have almost 

heavenlike conditions. Both groups support their ideas by leaning heavily on certain Bible passages 

while minimizing or ignoring others.  

       The truth is that Scripture presents a balanced picture of these last days.  

Psalm 46  God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore 

we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the 

sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. There 

is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most 

High dwells. God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. 

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. The LORD 

Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Come and see the works of the 

LORD, the desolations he has brought on the earth. He makes wars cease to the ends of 

the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, he burns the shields with fire. “Be 

still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in 

the earth.” The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

What is God’s message in Psalm 46 for his people living in these last days? 

 

The bad 

Matthew 24:4-12 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many 

will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. You will 

hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things 

must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these 

are the beginning of birth pains. Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and 

put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. At that time many 

will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false 

prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, 

the love of most will grow cold.” 

It is fair to say that the majority of the signs of the end times predicted by the Bible and Jesus 

himself indicate that we can expect trouble and evil. 



What signs of the end times are to appear in the realm of nature? Give specific examples of these from 

today’s world. 

What signs of the end times are to appear in the realm of social and human activity?  Give specific 

examples of these from today’s society. 

What signs of the end times are to appear in the realm of the church? Give specific examples of these 

from today’s church. 

The Bible also predicts that there will be one short but final all-out assault on the church at the 

very end of the world. The enemies of God will gather for a final battle, intensifying their 

promotion of false teaching, wickedness, and persecution. Things will be at their very worst at the 

moment when Jesus returns to show himself as the glorious victor over all. It will be “darkest just 

before the dawn.” 

Daniel 12:1 There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the 

beginning of nations until then. 

Matthew 24:22 [Jesus said,] “If those days had not been cut short, no one would 

survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.” 

Revelation 20:9,10 [The enemies of God] marched across the breadth of the earth and 

surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from 

heaven and devoured them. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the 

lake of burning sulfur.  

Agree or disagree. We are living in the last, short period of intense and final wickedness.  

What will the Lord do for his people living in this last period of intense wickedness? 

The good 

Genesis 8:21,22 Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though 

every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all 

living creatures, as I have done. As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, 

cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease. 

Matthew 24:14 This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

Acts 8:1,4 On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, 

and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Those who 

had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 

Ephesians 1:22 God placed all things under [Jesus’] feet and appointed him to be head 

over everything for the church.  

Matthew 16:18 On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it. 

2 Timothy 4:18 The Lord will rescue me from very evil attack and will bring me 

safely to his heavenly kingdom. 



What good things can we expect while we wait for Jesus to return? Give specific examples of these from 

today’s world.  

The Antichrist 

Preliminary question:  What do you believe is the general perception of the term above?  What images, 

concepts or speculations does it call to mind? 

 

The Bible predicts that there will be one particularly great enemy of the church in the last days. 

This enemy is called the Antichrist. The word antichrist is used only by the apostle John in the 

New Testament. The Greek prefix anti- means “against.” It can also mean “in the place of.” So 

the word antichrist means “someone against or opposed to Christ” or “someone who sets himself 

up in the place of Christ.” In his second letter to the Thessalonians, Paul calls the Antichrist “the 

man of lawlessness.”  

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 

being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed 

by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day 

of the Lord has already come. Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day 

will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the 

man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that 

is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming 

himself to be God. Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you 

these things? And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed 

at the proper time. For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one 

who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. And then 

the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath 

of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. The coming of the lawless one 

will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit 

miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are 

perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this 

reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that 

all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in 

wickedness. 

• Paul gives a list of “fingerprints,” or marks, by which we can identify the great 

Antichrist. Fill in the blanks below. 

 The Antichrist exalts himself, making himself equal to or even greater than 

________. 

 The Antichrist is not a political leader but a _______ leader, setting “himself up in 

God’s temple,” that is, in the visible _________. 

 The rise of the Antichrist to full form and stature is ___________, for initially he was 

being held back. 

 The Antichrist was “already at work” in _____________ times and will be in existence 

at __________ day when Christ will destroy him “by the splendor of his coming.” 



 The Antichrist is successful in bringing about apostasy because ____________ 

supports him with _____________ to mislead many. 

 The Antichrist is anti-____________, teaching salvation by a way that denies the 

biblical truth of salvation by _____ alone through faith in __________________ 

_____________ alone.  

 We conclude that the Antichrist is the ________ _________ _______. 

 

• Evaluate the following doctrinal statements of the Roman Catholic Church  

 “If any says that faith which justifies is nothing else but trust in the divine mercy, 

which pardons sins because of Christ; or that it is that trust alone by which we are 

justified: let him be anathema (damned)” Council of Trent, 1545–1563. 

 

 “Justification includes the remission of sins, sanctification, and the renewal of the 

inner man” Catholic Catechism, 1994. 

 

• Discussion on other doctrinal statements/positions of the Roman Catholic Church  

 

• Discussion on the historical understanding of the doctrine of the Antichrist 

within the church from early times to the present   

 

 

 

What makes the work of the Antichrist especially insidious, dangerous and spiritually harmful?  

“Jesus will overthrow [the Antichrist] with the breath of his mouth.” How did this happen during the 

Lutheran Reformation? How is it happening today? How will it happen on the Last Day? 

What does this mean for our understanding of the Roman Catholic Church today?   What about our 

friends and relatives who are members of the Roman Catholic Church? 

.  

Summary:  Simultaneously there will be trouble and blessings for Christians in the New Testament 

era. We can expect calamities and evil of all sorts. We can expect the soul-destroying work of the 

Antichrist to continue until Jesus returns. At the same time, we can expect the church to spread into all 

nations and to continue to enjoy God’s protection until the end.  Conclusion:  Christians can be “realistic 

optimists” as they wait for Jesus to return. 

 


